The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer

Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader
The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House House Minority Leader

RE: Please Oppose Attacks on Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument through
the use of the Congressional Review Act (S.J.Res.109/H.J.Res.151)

Dear Senators and Members of Congress,

On behalf of the 125 undersigned organizations and our millions of members, we
respectfully urge you to oppose S.J.Res.109/H.J.Res.151 which would use the
Congressional Review Act (CRA) to overturn the Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument Management Plan.

The plan was finalized after more than two years of analysis and robust local, national, and
Tribal engagement. It provides a science-based framework for stewarding one of the
nation’s most extraordinary public landscapes. Using the CRA to rescind the plan would
not only dismantle that framework, it would also prohibit the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) from issuing any future plan that is “substantially the same,” creating
management chaos and ensuring years of uncertainty and conflict for stakeholders.

This is the first attempt to use the CRA to attack a national monument, setting a dangerous
precedent for eroding longstanding conservation protections and recreational
opportunities at Grand Staircase-Escalante and other national monuments.

Combined with the unprecedented assault on Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness, the escalation of attacks on the nation’s wildest public lands is reaching
unthinkable and deeply unpopular levels.

Americans across the political spectrum cherish their public lands, especially national
monuments like the Grand Staircase-Escalante. Polling shows that 75 percent of Utah
voters support the President’s authority to designate national monuments, and three
in four Utah voters—including a majority of Republicans—want to keep Grand
Staircase-Escalante protected as a monument.’ Region-wide, polling shows that 89
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percent of Western voters oppose reducing or removing national monument protections,
up from 80 percentin 2017 polls.? Attempts to weaponize the CRA against Grand
Staircase-Escalante fly in the face of this strong, bipartisan public support for
national monuments.

For nearly 30 years, Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument has protected globally
significant geology, world-class paleontological resources, diverse wildlife habitat, and
irreplaceable cultural sites. At the same time, the monument forms the backbone of local
economies through outdoor recreation, scientific research, and tourism. A 2026 report on
the economics of the monument confirms that it plays an outsized role in supporting real
per capita income of local residents, as well as overall employment in the region.?

In 2025, six Tribal Nations—the Hopi Tribe, the Navajo Nation, the Kaibab Band of Paiute
Indians, the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah, the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, and the Zuni Tribe—
formed the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Inter-Tribal Coalition to
advocate for the conservation of their aboriginal lands and for the continued protection
and preservation of the cultural and ecological resources within the monument. The
current management plan reflects close collaboration with these Tribal Nations.

If these CRA resolutions succeed, it would sow confusion and uncertainty over
management of the irreplaceable cultural, historic, and scientific resources that Grand
Staircase-Escalante protects. Undoing the plan will jeopardize cultural sites and
ecological values, undermine long-term scientific research, and erode the quality of life
and economic stability that nearby communities have built around these protected
public lands.*

https://www.grandcanyontrust.org/sites/default/files/resources/Utah-National-Monuments-Survey-
December-2024.pdf
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The CRA was never meant to be a blunt instrument to attack public lands, including
national monuments. Employing it this way will destabilize land management
nationwide, erode public trust, and throw collaboration and long-range planning for
public lands into chaos. We urge you to reject resolutions of disapproval that target
the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Management Plan and to stand
with Tribal Nations, Western communities, and Americans of all political backgrounds
who want these lands protected, well managed, and secure for generations to come.

Please vote NO on S.J.Res.109/H.J.Res.151 and oppose attacks on Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument.

Sincerely,
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