Debunking Rep. Maloy’s ““Fact Sheet” on Grand Staircase-Escalante

Rep. Maloy’s “fact sheet” on Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument misrepresents the history, economic impacts, and
management of the monument to justify using the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to attack the 2025 Monument Management
Plan. Her claims are factually incorrect regarding restrictions and ignore data showing clear economic growth from conservation.

Wrong: Congress
authorized presidents
to establish national
monuments under

the Antiquities Act of
1906. Presidents from
both parties have used
this authority to es-
tablish more than 165
national monuments.
Four of Utah’s “Mighty
Five” national parks
began as national
monuments (Zion,
Bryce Canyon, Capitol
Reef, and Arches).

Also wrong: Monu-
ment proclamations
set the ground rules
for managing these
public lands in a way
that preserves things
like cultural/histori-
cal sites, fossils, and
unique flora or fauna.
Activities like camp-
ing, sightseeing, and
grazing are allowed
throughout most of
the monument.
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False narrative:

In 2017, President
Trump unlawfully
removed protections
from about 900,000
acres of the mon-
ument. In 2021, Presi-
dent Biden restored
the monument to

its original size (1.9
million acres) and did
not expand its bound-
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aries further.
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Designated Without Congress or Local Support

In 1996, Bill Clinton designated a Delaware-sized national monument in

- southern Utah without congressional approval and over the unanimous <
objections of local and state leaders. Knowing his decision was contro-
versial in Utah, he chose to make the announcement from the South Rim
of the Grand Canyon, more than 200 miles away in a different state.

Grand Staircase—Escalante National Monument was designated out of
existing public land under Bureau of Land Management (BLM) jurisdic-
tion. The monument did not create any new protected land as many be-
lieve; instead, it restricted most of the economic and recreational activity
that had always been permitted there. Towns that depended on mining

and ranching hollowed out, schools closed, and families moved away. ¥~
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Restricted Access and Local Burden

Despite Clinton’s promises that grazing would be permitted, subsequent
Democratic presidents have restricted ranching. Fencing and water
development are forbidden, forcing ranches to close or relocate. Tour-
ism numbers are limited by federal officials damaging gateway towns.
Camping and public access are restricted, target shooting is banned,
and 500 miles of road have been closed. By closing most of the access
roads, hunting and fishing became difficult and often impossible. Active
wilderness management is prohibited, leading to pinyon and juniper en-
croachment that degrades wildlife habitat and increases fire risk. Many
locals depended for years on wood-burning stoves, but wood collection
is now banned on the monument as well.

Administrative Seesawing

In President Trump’s first term, the Department of the Interior responded
to concerns from locals and implemented a new Resource Management
Plan that shrank the monument by 50%, restoring multiple use and

again permitting recreation and economic activity. But three years later,
President Biden redesignated the monument and expanded it beyond its
L original size--the policy in place today. This led to lost investment and
fresh difficulties for southern Utahns. Congress needs to act to prevent
future administrative seesawing.

The Solution: Use the Congressional Review Act to return to the
2017 RMP

Representative Maloy and Senator Lee are introducing a CRA to reverse
the Biden administration’s 2021 Resource Management Plan and return
to the 2017 RMP issued under President Trump with local consultation.
Under the 2017 RMP, the monument was 1 million acres in size rather
than the current 1.9 million. All the land remains public and under BLM
jurisdiction, but multiple use, access, and grazing will be restored.
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Untrue: Elected
leaders from across
Utah supported both
President Clinton’s
establishment of the
monument in 1996
and President Biden’s
restoration of the
monument in 2021.
Polling consistently
demonstrates that
protecting Grand
Staircase-Escalante is
overwhelming popu-
lar in Utah and across
the West.
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Rep. Maloy and Sen. Lee are leading an unprecedented attack on national

monuments. The consequences will be unpredictable and lead to chaos on the ground.

Not even close:
Economic data show
that local communi-
ties in Garfield and
Kane Counties have
benefited from the
monument. These

economies are vibrant
and durable.

Wrong again: Grazing
and target shooting
are allowed across
most of the monu-
ment, camping and
public access is vir-
tually unlimited, and
more than 900 miles
of roads and trails are
open for driving.
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Factually Incorrect:
There was no 2017
monument plan.
BLM completed a
plan under President
Trump in 2021
(replaced in 2025).



https://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/2026-poll-data/utah_2026%20.pdf
https://headwaterseconomics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026HE-GrandStaircaseEscalante-Fact-Sheet-2026.pdf
http://suwa.org/wp-content/uploads/Figure-2-8-Pages-from-GSENM-ROD-ARMP_20250106_508-sf-signed.pdf
http://suwa.org/wp-content/uploads/Figure-2-11-Target-Shooting-from-GSENM-ROD-ARMP_20250106_508-sf-signed.pdf

