July 21, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Tom Cole

Speaker Chairman

House of Representatives House Committee on Appropriations
H-232, The Capitol 2207 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Minority Leader Ranking Member

House of Representatives o House Committee on Appropriations
2267 Rayburn House Office Building 2413 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Re: Section 137 of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, 2026
Dear Representative,

On behalf of the 67 undersigned organizations and our millions of supporters in Utah and across the
nation, we write to urge you to remove Section 137 from the Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill, 2026.

Sec. 137 would strip the Department of the Interior’s (DOI) ability to manage the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument except “in compliance with the Record of Decision and
Approved Resource Management Plans...dated February 2020.” If passed, this language would require
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management to follow a 2020 Trump administration resource management plan
that does not afford monument protections for approximately 900,000 acres of the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument..

Among the most beloved of the National Conservation Lands, Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument in Utah is the first and largest national monument entrusted to the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) to conserve, restore, and protect. First designated a National Monument in 1996
and reinstated to its full boundaries in 2021, Grand Staircase-Escalante contains unique scientific
and historic resources that offer unparalleled research opportunities for earth and climate
scientists, paleontologists, geologists, archaeologists, historians, and conservation biologists. In
addition, Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, with its slot canyons and sweeping vistas, has
become a destination place for people around the world in search of a unique wilderness experience with
over one million visitors to the monument in 2022.

The BLM initiated a resource management planning (RMP) process for the restored Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument on July 28, 2022 in accordance with Presidential Proclamation
10286. BLM engaged in multiple meetings with local and state governments as well as Native American



Tribes and countless other stakeholders. A record of decision for the final plan was released on January 6,
2025 and includes the full boundaries of the restored monument. As with all National Monuments, the
development and implementation of an RMP is essential for providing guidance on management and
clarity to the public on management decisions. Sec. 137 would usurp this important public process.

We urge you to remove this language from the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill of 2026.

Sincerely,
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Islanders for the San Juan Islands National Monument
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Ocean Conservation Research
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San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council
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Wild Hope
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