
PHIL WEISER 
Attorney General 
 
NATALIE HANLON LEH 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
 
SHANNON STEVENSON 
Solicitor General 
 
TANJA WHEELER 
Associate Chief Deputy Attorney 
General 

 
 

STATE OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

 
 
RALPH L. CARR 
COLORADO JUDICIAL CENTER 
1300 Broadway, 10th Floor 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
Phone (720) 508-6000 

 

Office of the Attorney General 
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Jerry Davis, Acting Utah State Director 
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Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
blm_ut_state_director@blm.gov 
 
 
 RE: Coal Energy Group 2, LLC Wildcat Loadout Facility Right-of-

Way Amendment, NEPA Number: DOI-BLM-UT-G020-2025-0015-
EA 

 
Dear Acting Director Davis:  
 
 This letter is in response to the June 18th notice issued by the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management (“BLM”) indicating that BLM is preparing an environmental 
assessment for Coal Energy Group 2, LLC’s proposal to expand a right-of-way for 
their Wildcat Loadout Facility in Price, Utah under “alternative arrangements for 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act.” The notice states that the 
alternative arrangements are being used “amid the National Energy Emergency as 
declared by Executive Order 14156.” Use of the alternative arrangements to evaluate 
environmental impacts for this project is legally flawed. Because the proposed right-
of-way expansion threatens the safety of Colorado’s land, air, and water, I urge BLM 
to undertake a more thorough environmental assessment that includes opportunities 
for public comment and other stakeholder involvement under the agency’s regular 
NEPA procedures.  
 
 The proposed expansion of the right-of-way would facilitate the additional 
transportation by rail of crude oil from the Uinta Basin through Colorado along the 
Colorado River, and the proposal could dramatically increase the amount of oil 
transported along the River to up to 140,000 barrels of oil per day by 2026, compared 
to the current volume of 42,000 barrels per day.1 These oil trains would run directly 
along sensitive and critical waterways and ecosystems, including the Colorado 
River—Colorado’s most critical water resource—and its headwaters as well as the 

 
1 Wildcat Expanding Terminal Transporting Crude from Uinta to Gulf Coast, PIPELINE & GAS 
JOURNAL, Mar. 13, 2025, https://pgjonline.com/news/2025/march/wildcat-expanding-terminal-
transporting-crude-from-uinta-to-gulf-coast.  
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Fraser River and Arkansas River. Colorado communities that would be most 
impacted by the proposed expansion provided comments to BLM opposing the project 
during a previous environmental assessment process in 2023.2 As they noted,  
 

“[t]he Colorado River and its tributaries are not just the water source 
for tens of millions of people, businesses, and farms in the Western 
United States. They are also the lifeblood of Colorado’s communities and 
ecosystems.”  

 
The threat of accidents, derailments, and oil spills places these critical water sources 
at risk of contamination and poses other major health and safety risks to nearby 
communities including with respect to wildfires and explosive materials.  
 
 BLM’s use of alternative arrangements to evaluate the potential 
environmental impacts of this project is improper and without legal basis. First, 
Executive Order 14156’s “Energy Emergency,” which BLM cites as the reason for 
applying these procedures, ignores the fact that the United States exports more oil 
and gas than it consumes. In fact, we have been a net exporter of oil since 2020.3 
Second, the Department of Interior’s existing regulations governing the use of 
emergency authority for environmental reviews make clear that this authority is 
highly circumscribed. The agency may only avoid following standard NEPA processes 
for actions “necessary to control the immediate impacts of the emergency that are 
urgently needed to mitigate harm to life, property, or important natural, cultural, or 
historic resources.”4 In addition, the regulations require a Responsible Official to 
“document in writing the determination that an emergency exists and describe the 
responsive action(s) taken at the time the emergency exists.”5  
 

By choosing to conduct an expedited environmental assessment for the 
proposed right-of-way expansion in violation of applicable laws and regulations, BLM 
is improperly and unnecessarily preventing the public from providing input about the 
project’s reasonably foreseeable effects, increasing the chance that important 
environmental impacts from the proposal will be overlooked and unmitigated, and 
subjecting Colorado communities to significant economic, environmental, and health 
and safety risks. I urge BLM to follow the standard, legally required procedures when 
assessing this project. 
 
 

 
2 Letter from Eagle County to Greg Sheehan re: BLM Environmental Review of Coal Energy Group 
2, LLC’s Wildcat Loadout Facility Right-of-Way Amendment (July 27, 2023); Letter from Colorado 
General Assembly to Tracy Stone-Manning (December 22, 2023).  
3 Oil and petroleum products explained, U.S. Energy Information Administration (updated January 
19, 2024), https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/oil-and-petroleum-products/imports-and-exports.php. 
4 43 C.F.R. § 46.150(a).  
5 43 C.F.R. § 46.150(b).  
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Phil Weiser  
Attorney General  
 
 

cc:  Stephanie Howard (showard@blm.gov)  
Molly Hocanson (mhocanson@blm.gov) 
Daniel Kauffman (dkauffman@blm.gov) 

 
 


